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Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Tony Simpson 

GRANDCARERS — SUPPORT 
551. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 
The Liberal–National government has made a strong commitment to supporting grandparents who have to care 
for their grandchildren on a full-time basis. Can the minister outline the details of the grandcarers support 
scheme? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied: 
I thank the member for his question. He is right in terms of grandparents who, especially at a time in their lives 
when they are ready to retire, hook up the caravan and drive around Australia or even take cruises and travel the 
world, but for whatever reasons or circumstances have ended up as full-time carers of their grandchildren. It is 
important to acknowledge grandparents who have taken on the responsibility of being full-time carers of their 
grandchildren. This government is committed to supporting grandcarers, as we call them, in the community with 
a payment of $400 for the first child and $250 for the second child. That payment is recognition of the work they 
do in our community. In this year’s budget we have increased that funding to ensure that we support grandcarers 
in the community. As of this year, we have given out over $850 000 so far to support grandcarers in our 
community. This year we have gone one step further and allocated another $125 000 to Wanslea to give 
grandparents respite care, access to training or the opportunity to just take a break away from the kids and to 
have some time to themselves. This scheme goes a long way in supporting grandparents in our community who 
are doing a fantastic job taking on the responsibility of being the primary carers for their grandchildren. This 
government is fully committed to supporting them through this program. 
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